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Selec tmen 's Report. 
T h e unders igned , Selectmen of Belgrade, respectfully submit the follow-
i n g R e p o r t : 
Pa id Bills incurred pr ior to March 2d, 1874 : 
Paid C. M. Wes ton , Selectman $100 00 
Benj. F . Mitchell , N4 55 00 
M. H. Alexander , ' '-'$ 50 
H. F . D. W y m a n , S. S. Committee 36 38 
Geo. E. Minot, " 4 0 5 0 
Samuel Kellev, " 2 0 7 s 
Elbr idge Bickford, one half year salary and supplies 112 16 
Slophen Robinson , on account of H. Trask 26 00 
George town, '• D . Jewett .' 44 21 
Mercer, " Geo. Pa lmer 5 74 
E s t h e r D a m r e n , '• S. Damren 1 0 3 0 
C. R. Page , Geo. Kaherl 10 00 
C. Richardson 13 oS 
S. Bickford, sawing 2 Ss 
Geo. E. Minot, books 2 c;o 
Geo . Staples , going for doctor ^ co 
W m . F . Lander , labor on road ^ 8 3 
L . K . S t e v e n s " , 1 2 9 8 
Geo. A. Tay lo r , V 9° 
C. A. R i n g , a t tendance on Mrs. Pr ime 10 00 
Andrew Yeaton , collector's com 93 o^ 
Aba temen t , for 1871, 1872, 1873 120 17 
Total $791 88 
T h e following Bills have been paid for the Repair of Roads and Bridges: 
Paid W m . E . Lord , and o thers $16 00 
L . K. Stevens .' 75 
E d g a r M. S tevens 3 00 
A. C. Stevens 5 <;o 
H . Huff 4 -5 
G. B. Staples 10 86 
J. M. F u r b u s h 8 25 
M. Bickford 5 5° 
G. A. F a r n h a m , and o thers 7 00 
D . M. Stevens, p lank 9 7 6 
S. R- D a m r e n , d a m a g e to plow 5 00 
N . G. Lyford 33 So 
E. Bickford. 8 25 
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Paid L. Higgins $8 25 
Geo. C. Foster, plank 15 09 
H. Clements, N. road 15 00 
H.Abbot t " 6 0 0 
S. R. Damren " 6 0 0 
W. H. Wdlman 4 50 
C. H. Yeaton 5 00 
C. A. Yeaton, and others, on Dunn road 13 75 
Total $191 51 
The following Bills have been paid for Pnnr Out of Pnur House: 
Paid on account of Charity C. Trask $22 00 
D. Fogg, sup. for R. Foss 128 00 
J. S. Craig, on account of Nancy Kaherl 5 00 
For clothing 7 90 
J. E. Merrow, boots, C. Kaherl 4 25 
Eldred & Stuart, do. Geo. Kaherl 3 50 
J. W. Merchant, clothing and sup 18 04 
Georgetown, sup. D. Jewett 57 S6 
R. Foss " 39 of) 
Dr. Springer, attendance on J. Chandler 10 50 
Eldred & Stuart, clothing, '« 3 8 7 
S. Whitehouse, keeping transient poor 7 50 
C A. Yeaton " " 2 0 5 
Eldred & Stuart, sup. P. Emmons 2 So 
" " S. Cram 11 89 
T. J. Pinkham, wood, " ex. 7 0 0 
Due and Unpaid for Poor Not <</ the l*uof House: 
Due Pittston, on account C. Hunt $40 00 
Georgetown " D. Jewett 6 0 0 
Augu6ta Mrs Haws 6 0 0 
S. Robinson " H. Trask . . . 26 00 
Portland " Mrs. Prime 6 00 
S. Crowel 1 " D. Damren. 5 0 0 
Claim of Dr. Blake 38 00 
" Mr. Manter 11 00 
$138 co 
Expense of Poor nf Other Town*, furnished in Belgrade. Due from them: 
Rome, on account C. Mosher $2 so 
Mt. Vernon " S. Cram 1889 
Litchfield " C.Howard 1400 
$35 39 
Expense of Poor of Other Totcns, furnished in Belgrade, and Paid by u s : 
Paid Eldred & Stuart, on account 8. Cram $11 S9 
T . J . Pinkham, wood, " " 6 0 0 
Dr. Springer, " C.Howard 1400 
$31 8 9 
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Cost of Poor at Poor House: 
Paid G. F . Weymouth, for wood $25 00 
Eldred & Stuart for sup 51 54 
Abner Hammond " • 47 23 
j . Merrow " 31 6^ 
C.Richardson " )8 c6 
Dr. Springer, medical attendance 53 50 
"\V. H. Damren, for oxen 140 00 
W. F. Eldred, pasturing oxen 6 00 
A. W. Sawtelle, half \ ear's salary 112 50 
4X5 48 
Oxen and sheep sold from farm the past year 1S0 00 
Total cost of poor at Poor House $3°5 4S 
Cash received by Overseer from sales on farm, compared and dulv 
accounted for. 
MisrrUoneous Expense* of 1S74. 
Paid H. North, blank books $19 36 
T- A. Chick, blank orders 2 60 
C. A. Yeaton, stationery and postage 2 70 
Geo. E. Minot, rent of hall 10 00 
I) . L. Page, labor on graveyard (5 50 
S. S Committee, book from Lan'd Fd 14 83 
A. E. Faught, for do. at dif. times 2 50 
J. C. Mosher, services as Town Clerk 00 
R. K Stuart, justice fee 5 00 
For printing reports 20 00 
Total $85 49 
Report of Iieaourrrs of Town ; 
Due from Andrew Yeaton, Collector 1 ^73 $i,Soo 00 
]. S. Cummings " 1S74 7,20721 
Non-resident tax 04 32 
Emery Tillson, rent of orchard 23 00 
From State, school fund S71 07 
S. A- Cummings, on note in hand of R. K. Stuart 81 00 
Mt. Vernon on account S. Cram xS 89 
Litchfield " ( aroline Howard 1400 
Rome ' ' f l .Mosher 250 
G. J- Page, sua. " P .Smi th . 112 00 
B. F. Mitchell " J. Downs. 2855 
Yai • orchurd lot 400 00 10,612 54 
Inventory of stock, provisions, &c , town farm 590 40 
11.202 94 
Cash in treasury 395 91 
Total resources $11,598 8 
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Liabilities: 
W h o l e amount of t reasury notes and town orders o u t s t a n d i n g : 
Treasury notes , . . . , $22,2 \) 31 
Interes t due on same to March 1st, 1875 W* 3* 
Town orders , ou t s t and ing 362 3^ 
School " k' 17140 
$23^11 3$ 
D u e the several school districts S67 21 
Fi t t s ton on account C. H u n t 40 ou 
Georgetown " D . Jewett 8 no 
A. H a m m o n d " C Mosher : >" 
Eldred & Stuar t " S. Cram 2 4>j 
Augus ta ' .Mrs. Haws 6 nn 
Port land " " P'rime 6 0 
Geo. R. Stevens, serv. writ and exp -5 5° 
Geo. A. F a r n h a m , constable io 00 
S. Kclley, S. S. committee -5 7.< 
J. ( ' . T a y l o r u 2$ co 
Geo. E. Minot ' 34 .-.o 
A. Yea ton , collector 1S73 02 8s 
A . W. Sawtelle, halt" year 's salary. 112 50 
C. A. Yeaton , selectman 96 20 
C. B. ( rowell " 5 8 0 0 
A. E. F a u g h t " -<j 5 0 
M 4 7 3 OZ 
Tota l indebtedness $2.">,I«J4 41 
T h e following sums have been l e eched into the treasury the pas t year, 
exclusive of loans : 
Received f iom sales of oxen from town farm .^iSo no 
A. Yea ton , collector 1S72 1, r .-7 or 
i«:.? 4 , - - i r'\ 
J. S. Cummings , collector 1S74 690 00 
Non-resident tax. 1S72, 1S73 311 •; j 
School money from S ta t e . S.j(; zo 
Total am't received $7.4 \ 2 47 
T h e following were the Assessments of 1S74: 
State tax $2,311 oS 
County tax 656 it> 
T o w n ' t a x , to defray town charges . 1 6,000 00 
" suppor t of schools 1,60000 
Over l ay ings . 173 47 
Del inquent h ighway tax, 1873 123 74 
Total $ io ,S6 \ Al 
SELELECTMEN'S REPORT. I 
Whole a m o u n t of Money, Treasury Notes, and Town Orders re-
ceived by the t reasurer the pas t year, is $25,657 62 
Who le a m o u n t paid 25,206 71 
45° 9* 
Allowed t reasurer ' s com 55 00 
Cash in t reasury $395 91 
Whole a m o u n t Liabi l i t ies of town. $25,194 41 
Rejoin ce> " t r .59S Si 
Liabi l i t ies above Resource*. » • • > t ' , 3 o 9 5 5& 
Valuat ion of town farm not added. 
Names 01 Paupers at the Town F a r m the past y e a r : 
Dorcas Hawes , - » . . . . • 1 year. 
I sa iah Bickford I * " 
Samuel Damren 1 " 
Phebc Smi th 1 
Will ie Smi th 1 
Ida M. Kaher l 7 months . 
Eddie D a m r e n 5 " 
E t t a Pa lmer 3 weeks. 
Hat t ie Pa lmer 3 " 
Orr in P a l m a r 3 
Belgrade. Feb . 1SU1, 1675. 
T h i s day made the foregoing report and believe it correct. 
C. A. Y E A T O N . ) S E L E C T M E N 
( H A S . B. C R O W E L L , > O F 
A . E . F A U G H T , ) B E L G R A D E . 
ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE 
Sujp. ScTiool Conuivittee. 
District No. 1—John C. Taylor, Agent, 
Summer Term. Taught by Miss Svnn, 15. Anno IT of Kent's Hill. This 
school at our first visit bid fair to lie a profitable one; the order was good, 
the classes well arranged, the scholars and teacher seemed to be working 
together in harmony; but on visiting the school near its close, we did not 
find that advancement which we had a right to expect. 
In Winter, commenced by Mu. FRANK 1>. GEORGK of Waterville College. 
Want of experience rendered this teacher incompetent for the manage-
ment of this school: after teaching some two weeks he left, when Mu. 
FRANK TINK[:AM of Monmouth, took charge of th'.'school, and at both of 
our visits we found him managing it in a very satisfactory manner; he 
was energetic and active in the school room, and easily governed the 
school. The scholars pa-sed a satisfactory examination. This school 
house might be improved. 
District No, 2—Greenwood J, Cummimgs, Agent. 
In Summer, taught by Miss H A T I I E HOLMES of West Waterville. This 
school was very small, but under Miss Holmes' management, was well con-
ducted, and the scholars made good progress in their studies. She 
gained the good will of her pupils at the start, and retained it through 
the school. 
Winter term taught by MR. .OILMAN J, PAKE. This teacher's reputation 
is well known in town, and the success with which his efforts have 
always been crowned, is a sufficient guarantee that his services have been 
profitable to the district. 
District No. 3—Ward Safford, Agent. 
The school in Summer was conducted by Miss JOSEPHINE KXOWLER of 
Manchester, who from long experience and her well established ability as 
an instructor of youth, needs no commendation from us. The examina-
tion at the close of the school indicated thoroughness in the branches 
taught. 
In Winter, taught by M R . GEO. F . YOUJWMAN of Waterville, and though 
visited but once, we believe he gave good satisfaction to the district, and 
gained the respect of his pupils. This district is the fonunatc possessor 
of a good school house, which cannot be t.'aid of some in town. 
HEPOET OF S. 8. COMMITTTEE. 0 
District No. 4—Henry B. Houghton, Agent, 
Miss MARY A. STOXE of Augusta, taught this school in Summer. 
Though at first this school seemed somewhat unmauagable, yet Miss 
Stone soon brought it into subjection, and successfully conducted the 
term with her usual good results. 
In Winter, taught by Mi»s NELLIE M. WYMAN of Sidney. Having no 
knowledge of the close of this school it was visited but once. Miss Wy-
man was well qualified to teach this school, but from inexperience in gov-
erning, failed to give that satisfaction to the district which they desired. 
We have no doubt that with practice she will make a good teacher. 
District No. 5—Howard Hadley, Agent, 
Mrss FANNIE R. W H I T E of Keadlield, had charge of the Summer school. 
She was active and energetic in the school room, and managed her school 
in a faithful and acceptable manner. Miss White has the qualifications 
of a successful teacher. 
The school in Winter ha* been under the care of Miss OAKRIE BKAN of 
Mt. Vernon. The sime that we said of Winter term in No. 4, can be said 
of this school. We think that the cases are rare where a female with no 
experience can successfully manage our Winter terms of school. The 
school is now in charge of Miss lii'iciii.ssoN of Keadlield, «, successful 
teacher of long experience. 
District No. 6—Leander Featon, Agent. 
Mrss JOSEPHINE KNOWLES of Manchester, teacher of Summer term. 
We have before spoken of this teacher in No. ?,, and what was there 
said of her will also apply to her in this school. 
Winter school in charge of Miss ALICE MOIJTULL of Augusta. At our 
first visit the school was orderly and the teacher seemed to be working 
for the best interest of the school. When visited near its close, we were 
satisfied that the teacher had lab >red diligently for the welfare of her 
pupils, but there seemed to be a want of interest and an uneasiness among 
the boys of this school, that indicated that they needed * stronger hand 
to govern them. The larger classes made good advancement. 
District No, 7—Albion Rockwood, Agent. 
Summer school conducted by Miss EMMA GKEATON. When first visited 
we saw no reason why it could not be a fair term of school. At our last 
visit, we found the order sadly deficient, which destroyed the profitableness 
of the school. 
R E V . JOSEPH S. CUMMISTG^ taught the Winber term. Mr. Cummiugs 
manifested his usual Zealand ability in his management of this school, 
which was one of much profit to the district, and by them it is duly ap-
preciated. This is the only school in wlveh we have been pleased to 
meet a large number of the parents at the closing examination. We 
think no district in town can show so large an average attendance, it 
being 99 per cent., four scholars not missing a day in a term of 11 weeks. 
District No. 8—Christopher Dunn, Agent. 
Summer school taught by Miss LIZZIK W H I T E of Readfield, a teacher 
of gjod abilities, who conducted this school with afair degree of success. 
In Winter, taught by MR. KNOWLES of Manchester. We consider him a 
fair scholar, and his methods of teaching very good, and as far as we 
could judge the scholars made good improvement in their studies. 
District No. 9—William E. Lord, Agent, 
Taught in Summer by Miss ANGIE YEATON, who conducted this school 
with energy and ability. She maintained good order, and the scholars made 
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good progress iu their studies. This was her first school, and we think 
with practice she will make an excellent teacher. 
The school in Winter was under the direction of Miss EMMA YEATOJN. She 
carried into the school room a good degree of energy, and created an in-
terest among her scholars, and they made good improvement in their dif-
fex-ent studies. 
District No. 10—Joseph Tibbetts, Agent. 
No Summer school. In Winter, commenced by MR. JOHN A. TUCK of 
Farmiugton. This teacher came well recommended, and was an excel-
lent scholar, but did not understand the wants of our district schools, and 
at the end of one week left. The school is now under the instruction 
of Miss IDA PETTINGILL of Augusta. We consider Miss Pittiugill a 
teacher of great promise, possessing a mind well stored with knowledge, 
and a good disposition to govern; she cannot fail of success. The schol-
ars are making good advancement. 
District No. 11—Greenlief Hersom, Agent. 
Summer and Winter terms taught by Miss CORA YEATON. We consider 
Miss Yeaton a good teacher, and the scholars made good improvement 
under her charge in both terms, but in Winter she failed to govern a few 
mischievous boys as we should like to have seen her done. 
District No. 12—Benjamin F, Mitchell, Esq,, Agent, 
The term of school in Summer under the care of Mrss COKA YEATON. 
We found the government of this school good, and the improvement in 
their studies was commnedable. IS he gavu good satisfaction to the dis-
trict. 
In Winter, taught by MR. JAMES TIBBETTS. The scholars made good 
progress, and he gave general satisfaction to the district. Mr. Tibbetts 
has the qualifications for a successful teacher. 
District No, 13—Noah G. Damren, Agent. 
But one term of school and that in Winter, taught by M R . C. M. W E S -
TON. This district was fortunate in securing the services of Mr. Weston 
who is an active and earnest teacher, always meeting with success. The 
scholars made good advancement in their studies. 
District No. 14—Seth Biokford, Agent. 
Summer term taught by Miss ELIZA HUSSEY of West Waterville. The 
order of this school was good, and the advancement made commendable. 
This school was composed mostly of quite small scholars, whose appear-
ance indicated kindness and patience on the part of the teacher. 
flhe Winter school was iu charge of MR. MAM.KY PI. BLAISDELL of 
Rome. I h i s school was visited near its commencement and was found 
orderly and well classified as the nature of the tex tbooks would admit, 
and bid fair to be a profitable term. We were not informed of its close, 
consequently cannot report its progress. Some Agents have been very 
negligent in notifying us of the commencement aud closing of their school. 
District No. 15—J. Hi. Furbish, Agent, 
Summer school taught by Miss MELVINA MERROW of Smithfield. When 
first visited we found the school backward, and the scholars seemed in-
different. At our examination at the close of the school we found that 
the scholars had made fair advancement. 
The Winter term was taught by MR. M. S . H O L M E S of West Waterville. 
The order of this school was good, but the scholars did no t make so good 
a degree of improvement as we were in hopes to have seen. There seem-
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ed to be a lack of interest on the part of some in the school, which evi-
dently was the absence of that wide-awake motive power so necessary in 
the school room. 
Distriot No. 16—Manley Penney, Agent. 
Miss A D ALINE LORD taught the Summer school. She is a teacher of 
considerable experience. We think her services were protitable to this 
school and satisfactory to the district. 
In Winter, taught by MR. ALBKRT PIPKK of Smithfield. As this school 
has some time longer to keep, we cannot report what the llnal result will 
be, but judging from what we saw at the commencement, it will be a 
success. 
District No, 17—Orrison Ell is , Agent. 
In Summer, taught by Miss LIZZIE HOWK of Waterville. The govern-
ment of this school was good, and fair progress was made in their studies 
by the scholars. '1 here are more classes in this school than there should 
be, arising from a diversity of text books. 
The term in Winter was in charge of ,\lit. MANLEY E. LOWE of Sidney. 
This district was fortunate in securing the services of Mr. Lowe. He is 
perfectly at home in the school room, a good disciplinarian, and thorough 
in his mode of teaching. His recitations were exemplified and ex lained 
upon the blackboard with practical illustrations of the subjects onsid-
ered. We think that the Normal School at Farmington has had some-
thing to do with Mr. Lowe's success as a teacher. 
District No. 18—Geo. A. Farnham, Agent. 
This school in Summer and Winter, was taught by Miss MAUY L. DAM-
REX. Miss Damren is one of our most thorough scholars, and successful 
teachers. In this school, in her quiet way, she led her pupils rapidly 
along, and they, appreciating her efforts, made commendable progress. 
Both terms were highly protitable to the district. 
We have in the above, endeavored to give you an impartial and accu-
rate account of the condition of the several schools in town, as we found 
them when visited by us. We think upon the whole, they have been up 
to au average if not in advance of previous years; still there is chance 
for a great improvement, for the field is broad and the avenues leading 
thereto many. 
He that could devNe a system of instruction by which the greatest 
amount of knowledge could be acquired in the shortest space of time, and 
lay down the unbending rules to insure its success, would confer a favor up-
on us, which a greatful people would ever appreciate ; but as it is, we must 
take things as we find them, and from the circumstances which surround us, 
do the best we can; and if it should be said of us hereafter, that we 
"builded better than we knew," so much the more to our credit. 
What we want for our children is a practical education, that which shall 
fit them to discharge well the duties of life. It is our belief that a system 
of teaching which embraces principles of a practical nature, and which re-
quires the pupil to make an application of those principles as far as they 
are learned, is much superior to the common method, often practiced, of 
being confined to the text books, and studying out mysterious and in-
tricate problems which will never be of any practical benefit to them. 
And here we might allude to the practice which has prevailed largely in 
our schools for years , of many of our larger scholars devoting so much 
of their time to the study of Arithmetic. To persons, unless they are 
intending to prepare themselves for teaching or some mechanical trade or 
scientific profession, there is no necessity for such a waste of time being 
upent upon this study. What they need, and all, is a practical knowledge 
of those rules which they will have occasion to use in their business 
12 TOWX OF'BELGIiADE.Ky 
transactions through life. It used to be strongly advocated that the long study 
of Arithmetic wa-. necessary to disipline the mind, but it should be under-
stood that the study of no science is a disipline, unless that student has an 
interest in i t ; that for which one has no love to study, but which is a mere 
mechanical process, can never be the means of unfolding any of the un-
developed powers of the human mind. ' 
AVe would say to teachers, prepare yourselves for the responsible duties 
which you have to perform, so that you can command and obtain ample 
re numeration for your services. 1 he state has wisely provided Normal 
or training scliools, and the demand for those teachers thus trained, is far* 
in execs* of the supply, and in nine cases out of ten, they give the most 
satisfactory results 
The state gives the tui t ion, and the increased wages which they every-
where obtain, should be
 tl strong inducement held out to every young 
teacher to avail himself of such a course of instruction. 
To school agents : AVe would call your attention to some of your numerous 
duties. You have it largely in your power to have a good sch >oi or a poor 
one. You should rem 'inbjr that a good school is a cheap one, and that a 
poor one is dear at any price, it has been a practice with many agents, to 
hire that teacher who would keep the cheapest, without any regard to the 
work that he could perform. We well know that an agent canuot always 
tell how a teacher will succeed, for often a person will conduct a good 
school in one district and fail in another; and ihere are many with excellent 
literary qualifications who have no capacity to perform good school work. 
Let the agent as soon as chosen, look over the field and resolve in his 
own mind to have a good school, and early select that teacher whom he-
is satisfied will give a good return of his labor. i here are many 
teachers, who from their lack of general information keep closely confined 
to their text-books, with which, from constant use, they are familiar; but 
who: cut loose fioiu tl.em, they are at sea, without --ail or rudder. Ir 
should be the aim of every teacher to be thoroughly poste.l upon the 
geographical and historical knowledge of their own government, so that 
they can readily explain to their pupils any question in reference 
thereto. 
Parent . should manifest a deeper interest in all that pertains to the 
welfare of their schools; visit them often and examine them for yourselves, 
and your children will take courage by your so doing. Confer with your 
teachers; theirs is no flowery path, but one ofteu beset with many 
difficulties: ihey need j^our kind forbearance, your generous assistance. 
AVe have briefly alluded to a few of the many points connected with the 
management of our schools, but space forbids any further extended 
remarks. 
It was a wise foresight of the founders of our republic, that they laid 
deep and broad the foundations of our common school system which brings 
within the reach of every child the privilege of obtaining an education at 
a small expense. Nearly all of our revenue for schools is derived from 
direct taxation, but we think the tax thus paid is as freely borne as that 
for any other purpose, and the tax-payer who has no children of his^own 
to educate, has the priviJege, yea, it is his bounden duty to demand that 
every cent thus raised, shall be so expended that it shall do the greatest 
good to the largest number. Remember that a nation's influence and standi 
ing :ire measured by its educational advantages and capabilities, and 
that our success as a people, social, political and religious, depends largely 
upon the interest which we take, and the advantages which we offer, to 
educate the children of to-day. 
SAMUEL KELLEY, ( S. S. Committee 
GEO. E. MINOT, \ of 
JOHN C. TAYLOB, ( Belgrade. 
